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Overview of Accomplishments 
Membership 

Over the last year, membership has hovered around 500 members.  There was a sharp drop in 

membership from March to May ’16 that we were able to recover from.  Currently, membership 

numbers are trending up with a net increase of several new members every month.   

 

Of the current 503 members, 68 are ARCA-only members, and the remaining 435 are also ACA 

members. 

I continue to send out monthly communications welcoming new members, reminding members who are 

due to renew to renew, and asking members who have recently lapsed to renew. 

Awards 

Student (Masters and Doctoral) and Special Awards (RC of the Year and Vision Award) were publicized 

via the ARCA newsletter, website, social media, listserv, and emails to members.  Nominations were 

received and reviewed by committees that included ARCA Board members and ARCA members.  The 

following individuals were notified of winning awards: 

1. Vision Award: Alicia Heim from the University of Pittsburgh 
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2. RC of the Year Award: Kathleen Locmelis from Pittsburgh Public Schools, Pittsburgh PA 

3. Doc Student of the Year Award: Annemarie Connor from Michigan State University 

4. MS Student of the Year Award: Kara Moroni from Northern Illinois University 

The winners will be recognized at the ARCA conference.   

Recruitment for Student Member Position 

The ARCA Student Task Force Position Description was developed and approved by the Board.  The ARCA 

Student Task Force Recruitment Process was developed and approved by the Board. 

Emails to ARCA student members and Rehabilitation Counseling Program Chairs were sent out in 

January and February advertising the position and requesting nominations.  Seven (7) students applied 

for the position, indicating the process is strong and should continue to work to recruit Student Task 

Force members in the future. 

Website 

A plan for website upkeep was developed and approved by the Board. 

On the website, when members submit a question or comment through “Contact us,” it now comes to 

my email address.  This has allowed me to quickly and directly respond to member concerns. 

Member Steve Zanskas volunteered to take over managing the members-only section of the website, 

making sure it is up-to-date and useful. 

Future Plans/Proposals 
Membership Recruitment 

• Connect with Mary Griffith from ACA about making signing up for ARCA easier, e.g., can we 

make it part of our website?  We could include screenshots of the process. 

• Recruitment Plan and Ideas to Debate 

o Send out membership recruitment committee initial email 

o Make organization/university required data to be collected, so we can give awards to 

organization /university with high numbers of ARCA members? 

o Develop incentives/recognition for sustained membership (e.g., 10-year member,       

20-year, etc.)? 

o Create option and discount to pay for membership for more than one year at a time? 

Miscellaneous 

It has been a pleasure serving on the ARCA Board!  I look forward to helping the new Public Relations 

and Awareness Chair transition to the position this summer. 


